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". . . About noon, the queen's body was burnt without the city
with twenty-two of her female slaves. . . . The body was drawn out
of a large aperture made in the wall to the right side of the door,
in the absurd opinion of cheating the devil. . . . The female slaves
destined to accompany the dead went before, according to their
ranks . . . each supported behind by an old woman, and carried
on a Badi (tower), skillfully constructed of bamboos, and decked
all over with flowers. Before them were placed a roast pig, some rice,
betel and other fruits as an offering to their gods, and these unhappy
victims of the most direful idolatry are thus carried in triumph, to
the sound of different instruments, to the place where they are to
be poignarded and consumed by fire. There, each found a particular
scaffold prepared for her, in the form of a trough, raised on four
short posts and edged on two sides with planks. . . . Some of the
attendants let loose a pigeon or a fowl, to mark that their soul was
on the point of taking its flight to the mansions of the blessed. . . .
They were divested of all their garments, except their sashes, and
four of the men, seizing the victim, two by the arms, which they held
extended, and two by the feet, the victim standing, the fifth pre-
pared himself for the execution, the whole being done without
covering the eyes. . . .

" Some of the most courageous demanded the poignard them-
selves, which they received in the right hand, passing it to the left,
after respectfully kissing the weapon. They wounded their right
arms, sucked the blood which flowed from the wound, and stained
their lips with it, making a bloody mark on the forehead with the
point of the finger. Then returning the dagger to their executioners,
they received a first stab between the false ribs, and a second under
the shoulder blade, the weapon being thrust up to the hilt towards
the heart. As soon as the horrors of death were visible in the
countenance, without a complaint escaping them, they were per-
mitted to fall on the ground . . . and were stripped of their last
remnant of dress, so that they were left in a state of perfect naked-
ness. The executioners receive as their reward two hundred and fifty
pieces of copper money of about the value of five sols each. The
nearest relations, if they be present, or persons hired for the occa-
sion . . . wash the bloody bodies . . . covering them with wood